OONFIDENTIAL.} Re S : (No. 41 of 1806, 


REPORT 


NATIVE PAPERS. 


Week ending the 10th October 1896. 


: 
ae ,< 


CONTENTS : 


oe Pp ; * 
i—Forsiex Powirics adios Self-Government and Municipal Adminis- 


Nil. tration— 
II.—Home APMINISTRATION ae — Municipality in the nae 


Benefits of local self- government 


cee 


Page. Page. 


ib 
ib 


(a) ~~ Police— e _ precautions in the Calcutta Munici 
f theft in a villagein the M h pa 

Prsiotrict - as re =: _ — . 981 | Expenditure on water-supply i in the Dacca district 

Dacoits in Kotalpur in the Bankura distric in 8 

Highway robbery in Rapigan) ae — | (f') —Questions affecting the land— 

The Barisal notification _... . as eae : 

cones © murder 1 7 Backergunge “i & . | Nil. 

Hindu-Musalman quarrel averte 

Insecurity of female honour in the Mymensingh | ere and communtcations, including canale 
prong | me ‘ .- 1b | and trrigation— . 

t : t 

a Hooghly myster so 984 — =~ ga a of a canal in the Mymen- 

Some police officers in the Backergunge district T a oot ¥ vag ial a0 sae 
recommended for reward ib Thied ‘oe in the - ura district“. si 

A mad man in a village in the Backergunge district id el ae eee? — a ia ne 

The Kasipur outrage case in the Backergunge Ro + ge a ont kway wWay- ery nse 
district ib on ag in some —— in the Backergunge | 

Tostnend of chaukidari panchayats i in ‘the Backer- distric eee ote 
gunge district ooo OO h 

cog -; nemeeeee ruffianism in the country ae oe (4)— General— 

The agar Police | aa 

Oppression by European soldiers i inDum-Dun _.. ib — pe re for somain Missionaries * _., 

Crime in Serajgan}. $b ismissal of a Mayo Hospital officer say 

The Lieutenant- overnor on the Mymen sin gh 
Police sss 2 - ITI.—Leererarive. 

Lawlessness in ensin 

Badmashi in Bayergram i: the Mymensingh dis- je Suggestions j in connection with the Civil Procedure 
trict jus F eee ai 

Thefts in Bangla i in the Mymensingh district  ... 4 The religious endowments question oe ee 


os IV.—Native Spates. 


}) <= ; h C. t _ ° e ° 
Pee ee ere The Principalship of Jeypur Maharaja's College ...: 
A case against the police dismissed in the Mymen- 


singh district tb 
A boy summoned as an assessor in the Backergunge V.—Prosrgzots of THE Crops anv Compition oF 
district - ‘ie iis 988 THE PEOPLE. | 
Mr. Lee's unishment mn — 
Mr. Hamilton’s conduct as a Judicial officer oa Scarcity in the Mymensingh district sai 
The Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong ib Prospects of the crops in the Bankura district ., 
The proposed rebuilding of the oo Magis- Distress in the Kh district teh ae 
trate’s court-room id Distress in the North-Western wrerinen at 
Sanitary measures in view. of the pla gue. 989 Scarcity in al eee at 
Mr. Lee as ens District Judge of M ymen- The prospects of the crops in the countt 
~ singh id The prospects of the crops ina villagein the My- 
Maulvi Ahmed in cases against the police ib mensingh district oes aaa 
Mr. Justice O’ minoely as a Judge of the High Scarcity in a village in the Mymensingh district ... 
Court 990 
Babu Remapedi (pe Munsif of Brahmanberia i in VI.—MIscELLangovs. 
Tippera district S00 as 1b ; 
or ’ “The evils of jute cultivation eee ia 
(c}—Jails— oe Unrra Parsns. 
e3). Loss from floods in the Dhenkanal Tribu State 
_ Seecrer 
AS ani Loss trom 8 in the ad ove soe 
6: —=-Bdvoation A road between Bhadrak and Jajpur ... wi 
Dr. Russell's appointment ... ib The Kuapal ferry in the Birupa river ... dae 
The 2 Vg r on arithmetic at the last Middle Scholar- p 
xamination in Calcutta ib AssaM JaPsss. 
Tinnb-in ressions in the service books of cduca- 


gr cers oe gas Ol : Nil. 


996 


[ we } 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


 — 


~ " ¥ 
> > " ~ > “ 
af. ee oy as aoe . eS ES = — = Sa Ft vt oe Rees ee ~ ; 
~ mer trig : ; - See bane ag a ee 4 . - ean oe . Pat Be RES tots “ Fee se A a rin ee oe sreiteh > «NY + ee / _—— 
3 a ee od ~e 4 . . = , ws ae a Pees See rt ee hk ee jr . > x # , 28 a eee pe RE Rh ee eS eee wae Fos oe er —" ae eat 
aie < te “<a - x ae | ‘ * . . oS eee ee wns . = . >, Pe 

< ~, es + Ge emery PB Pus: etd ae ¥ 2 “sx as oe eR 9 Ses ee: fe ny ‘ i . ‘ F ; ettins “a ae © ! . : — 

- 34 . agg = Page ae SO : is ? = % 3 . -- “4 3, z “ > ~ ow - ———— . - a n . —. : ~ . : ale . = . , — 
est Se we ot " ~ : > vegi tee " o be a : . — SY — — . - ~~ amb tet ee TY ti Ee oe : a ee . ee i: Bates . 

Z = =x? we - - ‘ » ae v pug: * > 2 x : ‘ Sy Se Seat < . ere Seas ‘ S i dae —< 

¥: - 3 4 ~ Were Ae ; * n > Bh Si z ; = WACRY «ce — FD wa . . 
; = a a + : : wre me = a . “, a a ae es ‘ ~ 
” " e 4 & f be Pe oe ym 2 Cs : " er ys os Pont ae 4 a = ot rs > <> ‘2 » a . 7 +s - ‘ ~ ve: . . “ . oa re ra . ~ re : 
—. Pe? - Wy . a i *s 4 = , _— BD ~ <> -“—~- °-" . _ . -, , “~ : : Jas . : =: = 7 . + . : s mm : . 
eran : om ; = . . “= _ 4 ? tn ~. = . 
< a ong eh, SRSA EEO NS Fi ae Pe Hee: 4 . ee 303 See eS BO . oe res a 
| , Pris tt , a . 
; OR . . * . - Fe Stns, he a as f Pf 
, : - as aS . " ms . 4 . 
a —~ ~e A) Ste 
i : ' 
. ee 
~ o ‘ & > 
< wx ey 


t 
Be nn ey 
0 ane 


Bil aie SI 9 
eee 
Pn 


‘¢ Pratikar”’ er 


Reported Dates of papers received 
Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. fis sre dod and = for the 
, i ss 
CaLOutTta. 
BEenGAtt. ! 
Weekly. 
1 “+B iVABL vc. o- | Calcutta eee 6,000 Cores Temporarily disconti- 
q fe tao semi ene | Ditto a 20,000 | 8rd October, 1896. nued from May 
8 | “Basumati” a | Ditto ona ives 6th _ ditto. 
4 |“Hitaishi”  ... .. | Ditto es 800 | 6th ditto. 
f ‘¢ Hitavadi 9 ee ar Ditto ee About 4,000 2nd ditto. | 
6 | “ Mihir-o-Sudhakar ” pi Ditto po 2,600 
7 |“ Navayuga” ... | Ditto sea ees Srd ditto. 
4 Sahachar”’  ... | Ditto ... |About 6500 | 30th September and 7th 
. Oct ber, 1896. 
9 | “Samay” 00 ve Ditto ste 8,000 | 2nd and 9th October, 1896. 
10 |} Sanjivani’ ... | Ditto on 8,000 | 3rd ditto. 
11 {Som Prakash ” w» | Ditto ses 800 | 65th ditto. 
7 Daily. | 
“ Banga Vidya Prakashika” | Ditto ...| About 850 /)2nd, 3rd, Sth and 7th 
October, 1896. 
“Dainik-o-Samachar Chan-| Ditto om 1,000 | 4th to 8th October, 1896. 
drika.”’ 
“Samvad Prabhakar” | Ditto ‘es 1,250 
| ‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya’” | Ditto fe 200 | Ist, 3rd and 6th to 7th 
1 October, 1896. 
‘Sulabh Dainik”’ ... | Ditto ... | Read by 2nd, 6th, 6th and 8th 
: 3, October, 1896. 
Tlinpt. | 
| Weekly. | ; 
* Bharat Mitra” | Ditto “ 2,000 | Ist October, 1896, / 
‘Hindi Bangavasi” | Ditto | ° 10,000} 6th — ditto 
PERSIAN. } 
Weekly. | 
‘ Hublul Mateen ” .. | Ditte “. ae 28th September, 1896. 
Urpv. : 
Weekly. ) 
66 Deseo and Urdu ' Ditto BP 310 | Ist October, 1896. 
Guide.’ 
PR. gt ae es 830 | 80th September, 1896. 
Burpwan Division. 
BgenGatt. 
Fortnightly. | 
‘“ Benkura Darpan” ... | Bankura ss 450 | Ist October, ' 896. | 
“ Dlubaria Darpan ”’ »» | Ulubaria 700 
Weekly. 
‘* Burdwan Sanjivani” ... | Burdwan About 250 | 29th September and 6th 
October, 1896. 
‘‘Chinsura Vartavaha’”’ Chinsura 550 
** Rducation Gazette” Hooghly 1,145 | 2nd October, 1896. 
Presipency Division. 
BenGati. | 
Weekly. 
1 {‘*Murshidabad Hitaishi” .,.| Murshidabad on : 
: ‘‘ Murshidabad Pratinidhi "’ Sliaunene ne $0th September, 1846. 
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| 
No, Names of Newspapers. | Place of publication. 
| Orissa Division. | 
Urtya. | 
Monthly. | 
l 66 Brahma | ete Cuttack eee 160 
2 | “Indradhanu” | Ditto tee e00eee 
wi Shikshabandhu sa eee Ditto am eee e+ eee | 
4 é6 Utkalprabha <i gee Mayurbhunj eee coecee cer eee Only six copies hav © 
| isis o— issued. sinc® 
| eekly. e rwas re- | 
) 1 : vived” in January 
1 |«*Sambalpur Hitaishini” ...| Bamra in the Central covees 19th August, 1896, 1894. Some 200 
| Provinces. copies of each issue 
2 |‘ Samvad Vahika” «| Balasore ses 190 are said to have 
been circulated, but 
3 |“ Uriya and Navasamvad”...| Ditto sia 809; 19th ditto. no subscribers have 
been registered. 
4 |“Utkal Diyika” «- | Cuttack ses 480 | 22nd __—_ ditto. This paperis said to 
have some circula- 
Patna Division. — tion in the Division, 
Hino. but the number of 
| subscribers could 
Monthly. |} not be ascertained. 
1 |“ Bihar Bandhu” ws» | Bankipur wi 600 : 
Weekly. 
| 
] 66 Aryavarta 33 eee eee Dinapur ene 1,000 3rd October, 1896. | 
Urpv. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Akhbar-i-Al Punch” __... | Bankipur ‘it 600 | Ist ditto. 
2 66 Gaya Punoch’”’ ... ie Gaya eee 400 | 29th September, 1896. 
| RassHant Division. 
BENGALI. 
Weekly. 7 
1 | “ Hindu Ranjika” .. | Boalia, Rajshahi_ .-... 195 
2 {4 Rangpur Dikprakash” .,,.| Kakina, Rangpur ... 180 
Hinpr. 
Monthly. 
1 | Darjeeling Mission ke Masik| Darjeelin = 600 sulla ! 
""Raahas Patrika.” es It is said that 650 
| ~=Dacca Division. copies of re oe 
are rin eac 
BENGALI month. O at of this 
} : number copies 
Fortnightly are distributed 
1 | “ Kasipur Nivasi” . | Kasipur, Berisal _... 244 | 30th September, 1896. bers, end the “ros 
le. 3 sold to the public at 
Weekly three pies per copy. 
| ¢ Barisal Hitaishi” ... | Barisal ve] sere | Qnd October, 1896. 
“ Charu Mihir ” ... | Mymensingh ‘as 900 | 28th September and 6th 
. October, 1896. 
4 | Dacca Prakash ” | Dacca _ oe 2,400 | 4th October, 1896. 
5 | ‘Saraswat Patra” | Do. ...| About 440 | 3rd ditto. 
“Vikrampur”’ ... .. | Lauhajangha, Dacca... 240 | lst ditto, 
{ EwnoGriso anD BEnG@att. 
: Weekly. | 
1 fe Dacca Gazette” .. | Dacca ia 500} 6th ditto. 
BENGALI. Curttacone Division, } 
Fortnightly. 
an Tripura Prakash ” ». | Comilla aa 700 
Weekly. | 
Lf Sansodhini” ... ... | Chittagong is 120 
BrnGall. AssaM. | | 
1 | Paridarshak-o-Srihattavasi’ | Sylhet eee soveee | Asin, Ist fort-night, 
1803B.8. j 
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Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


A correspondent of the Charu Mshor of the 28th September says that 
there is a set of badmashes in Rayergram within the 

_ Prevalence of theft in a village jurisdiction of the Kotwali thana in the Mymen- 
in the Mymensingh district. singh district who, though they live like peaceful 
villagers, really carry on the trade of thieves, and the respectable residents find 
it difficult to save their property from them. There is nota villager who has 
not lost property worth hundreds of rupees. Four or five petitions were, one 
after another, submitted to the Deputy Magistrate, Babu Ganga Narayan Rai, 
but no investigation has been held. Formerly the villagers lodged infor- 


mation regarding thefts with the panchayat, but as that costs about Rs. 2 in 


every case, and leads to no result, the practice has been discontinued. A police 
oficer may now and then come for investigation, but he achieves little success 
especially as witnesses fear to come forward to give evidence. The residents 
of Rayergram will bo greatly relieved if Ganga Narayan Babu holds his court 
for a few days in their village and after taking local evidence punishes the 
badmashes. 
2. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant of the 29th September 
oo observes that Kotalpur, in the Bankura district, is 
™ Bb neg por in the infested with a band of dacoits, and the energetic 
Subdivisional Officer will do well to institute a 
private enquiry into the depredations committed by them. The villagers are 
in constant dread of these badmashes, but they cannot give expression to their 
feeling lest they should do them some injury. There was lately a dacoity in 
the house of one Harishchandra Acharyya, of Kotalpur. The dacoits ma 
elude the grasp of justice, but there is no doubt that they committed dacoity 
in the house of the poor Brahman. It is said that illicit distillation is going on 
in Kotalpur since the transfer of Babu Kanai Lal Basu, Special Railwa 
Excise Sub-Inspector, from the Bishnupur Circle. The new Excise Sub-Inspec- 
tor does not appear to be an energetic officer. | 
3. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that highwa 
robbery has become pretty frequent of late in Rani- 
ganj, and especially on the Grand Trunk Road and 
on the feeder road to Searsole. Highway robbery is generally committed by 
Beharis. If this is the state of things now, what will it be two or three months 
hence? 
4, The Kusipur Nivasi vf the 30th September says that public opinion 
The Bers ee has pronounced the Barisal notification to be an 
e Barisal notification. . : 
improper step on the part of the Government, 
because it has done harm to good and honest people bY. depriving them of the 
means of protecting their crops and scaring away thieves and dacoits. A 
crowded protest meeting was held at Barisal, attended by the high and the low, 
and a copy of the resolutions adopted at it has been submitted to Government. 
It is hoped that the authorities will carefully consider the objections that have. 
been raised against the measure. 
5. The same paper has received the following communication in English 
from a correspondent :— 
ee & eee f To put down the crime of murder in the dis- 
ie te ci trict of Backergunge is a matter of anxious solici- 
tude worthy of a Governor like Sir Alexander Mackenzie. We regret, however, 
we cannot sufficiently admire the wisdoin of the measures adopted. It is idle 
to talk of the repression of crime by depriving the people of # particular 
instrument. Indiscriminate cancellation of licenses for guns or manufacture of 
fireworks will do little good in the direction of its aim, and is likely to do more 
harm in other directions. It is besides a slur upon the law-abiding people as 
much as upon the Government of the district. Other tentative measures to put 
down the crime would be at first more desirable. When it is not so easy to change 
the character of a people, it is necessary to keep them in check under a system 
of constant vigilance. Let the Government then organise ‘‘ Watch Committees” 
in groups of villages all over the district. The business of these Committees 
will be to take notice of and to report to the District Magistrate all instances 
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( 952 ) 
of facts which generally result in murder. Murders in most cases are the 
natural issue of deadly enmity, of disputes between different parties, of 
oppression endured till patience is exhuusted, of jealousy in love, and of 
eagerness to get rid of a particular life to secure a decided advantage. In 
such cases of pre-existing facts, which unquestionably result in murder, timely 
and previous informations attended with prompt preventive measures will do a 


world of in the direction of repressing the crime of murder. Instances of 
murders from accident or impulse, which no amount of precaution can ward 


off, are in fact very few. Let there bea special enactment, if necessary, to 
rovide for the appointment of such Committees, and let the experiment be tried 
or half a dozen lt would be a mistake to entrust this business into 
the hands of the police. The police administration in the district having 
presumably failed in this respect, we are bound to try other experiments to 
remedy the evil. Appointment of ‘‘ Watch Committees ” will produce an effect 
with fresh threatening. We welcome in this connection the proposal to 
urge upon the Government of India to amend section 110 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code with a view to restorethe power of the Magistracy of dealing 
preventives with ‘dangerous characters’ and ‘village ruffans.’ We welcome 
also the proposal to appoint a special Commission tv deal with certain offences 
on the spot while the evidence is fresh. These and similar other measures 
are sufficient to create a reaction and minimise the number of murders in the 
district. The wholesale disarmament of the district is the last step to remedy the 
evil, and the idea of it should have been put off till other experiments had been 
tried. It would be enough to confiscate unlicensed guns and to withdraw 
licenses from all unreliable parties. T’o disarm the reliable with the unreliable, 
the law-abiding with the law-breaking, is an act of extreme hardship, which no 
circumstance will justify. The io will now reasonably complain of their 
) property due to act of Government. 
Backergunge is notoriously a criminal district! A pedantic editor in Calcutta, a 
sympathising Judge of the Provincial High Court, and the highest Government 
officials in the land tell the truth. It seems to be the decree of Providence 
that Backergunge should be so. It is unfortunately the home of a large class 
of low 'mixed-caste people, whose. passion for quarrel is as remarkable as their 
defiance of law. ‘They are hirelings to quarrelsome landholders, they are pro- 
minent figures in all riots and unlawful assemblies, and they form gangs of 
thieves and dacoits in villages and rivulets. Unless and until therefore means 
are thought of and had recourseto to educate these people and give them 
employment as largely as possible, repression of crime in Backergunge to the 
extent of our wish is perhaps a dream we can ill hope to realise. 
6. The apprehended tiindu-Musalman outbreak in connection with 
wei: teed ; the Ganes procession in the Bihar subdivision, 
—— querre’ says a correspondent of the Darussaltanant and 
Urdu Guide of the Ist October, has been averted 
on the Hindus undertaking to give a declaration to the Subdivisional Officer 
not to erect in future an image of Ganes in the place where its erection has 
been objected to. The attitude taken up by the Hindu shopkeepers in 
re-opening their shops and by those Hindus who accompanied the procession 
showed that they were ready to pick a quarrel with the Musalmans. But the 
Musalmans bore every insult calmly. By so doing, they fortunately escaped 
being arrested by the Inspector Ajaib Lal and unjustly treated by the Sub- 
divisional Court which consists exclusively cf Hindu amia and officers. From 
the manner in which the Hindus conducted themselves in the above affair 
it will not be unfair to infer that they had encouragement from outside and 
were confident of indulgent treatment by the authorities. Inspector Ajaib 
Lal has been in service in the Bihar subdivision for the last fourteen years. 
His long stay in this lace has proved mischievous to the Musalmans of the 
subdivision, who will not find deliverance from official highhandedness 80 


long as the Hindu Inspector together with a number of other Hindu officers 
who are now in the subdivision are not transferred. | 


7. The Aitavadi of the 2nd October writes as follows :— 3 

We firmly believe that the Charu Mihir’s 
rim account of the insecurity of female honour in the 
Mymeusingh district isneither falsen or exaggerated. 


Insecurity of Pm oe 
the Mymensingh oo, 
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We too have been receiving reports of similar outrages week after week. An. 
able judicial officer in the course of his judgment ina case of this nature 
recorded the opinion that Government should attend to the protection of female 
honour in that district. But nothing has been of any avail. | 

When Babu Surendranath Banerji made an interpellation on the subject 
in the Bengal Council, we hoped that these oppressions would soon be at an 
end—that Government would, at any rate, try its best to put a stop to the evil. 
But there is no sign of any attempt on the part of the authorities to put it 


d ‘ ° | 
nai | correspondent has furnished us-with the following cases of outrage on 


female modesty in the Mymensingh district. If these cases be true, we shall 
hardly be able to persuade ourselves that Mymensingh lies within British 
territory. The details of each outrage are given in the words of the outraged 
woman herself : — , 


(1) “My name is Pashani Malini. My age is 16 or 17. One day, at dark, 
on my way to my father’s house, Mahes Mali caught me and dragging me into 
the jungle violated me. My cries having drawn passers-by to the spot, he let 
me go.” (The case is sub judice,) : 

(2. “My name is Ashtami. My age is 13 or 14. I went to the river. 
Nitai, Madhu, Gada, Ram and others, 10 to 12 persons in all, dragged me into 
a boat, and kept me for many days at Balai’s house. One day finding no one 
at Balai’s house and seeing a relative I ran away.” (The case 1s sub judice. ) 

(3) ““My name is Anna Kaivartini. My age is 16 or 17. One day when 
I was sleeping in my room with my little brothers and sisters, Rameswar, 
Kesav, Bhaja Kaivarta entered into it at midnight. Rameswar ruined me. 
My cries having attracted the neighbours, the offenders fled away.” (The case 
1s 8ub judice. ) 

(4) ** My name is Maheswari. I was lying in my room. Lila Karmakar, 
too, was there. At midnight, Srinath Chakravarti, Keval Singh and Matullah 
Sekh entered into my room in a drunken state and attempted to take me away. 
As I cried out and Lila Karmakar opposed them, they took away Lila.” (‘The 
case was compounded ) | 
(5, “My name is Sadarjan Bibi. My husband’s name is Sachhuni. Chhabu 
Sekh concealed himself at night in a junglé néar my house. When I came out, 
he gagged me and took ine away. He has kept me for a long time at different 
places and cohabited with me. At last cuming to know that my husband had 
instituted a suit and that a warrant had been issued against me the accused let 
me go. My age is 15 or 16.” 

Two more complaints of a similar nature by husbands are given below :— 

(1) ‘‘My name is Chand Ali. I complained against Omar. Omar has taken 
away my wife, Komaljan, and is cohabiting with her.” 

(2) ““My name is Rahamat Sekh. Chhida, Dukhia, Ramjan and others 


forcibly took away my wife, Joyran Bibi, at night. Ramjan is cohabiting with 
my wife.” 


Besides these, there are many cases in which the offenders could not be 
identified or have already been punished. The cases are not few in which the 
outraged women or their relatives have been deterred by a fear of public 


exposure from making complaints. We quote an account of one such case from 
the Charu Mihir :— 


‘‘ The Police Inspector of Jamalpur made a record to the following effect 
in his mufassal diary under date the 14th August :—‘ A few days ago, a respect- 
able man was going home with family in a boat. His boat was moored at 
Tulsi’s char, a place within the jurisdiction of the Jamalpur thana. At night 
several men entered into the boat and ran away with a girl of 16, and after 
violating her left her at dawn near the boat. The girl’s relatives gave no 
information of the matter to the police from a fear of public exposure ; nor did 
they speak to anybody about it.’” 


These are horrible occurrences. Will no proper enquiry be made into 
them? Loss of female honour pains us far more than loss of property. 
Money compensation is no compensation in this country for the loss of Saisie 
honour. We are therefore all anxious to protect the honour of our women. 
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We hope that Sir Alexander. Mackenzie. will compile a list of such outrages in 
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order to see the extent of the evil. Unless these outrages are put a stop to, 
there will be « stain cast on the history of His Honour’s administration. His 
Honour is the ruler of Bengal, and we are sure he will feel himself ill at ease 
after hearing the piteous wails of his subjects, 
8. The same paper learns from a correspondent that one Babu Udaya- 
ere ee chandra Pal of Vey oo my within ~ Dhania- 
A case of mysterious death at @ = |:hali thana, in the Hooghly district, had his pocket 
thann in the Hooghly district picked at Hooghly. He gave information a the 
local police and returned home. On the 10th September last, during the 
absence of the Sub-Inspector from the thana, a Musalman constable went to 
Udaya Babu at Khanpur in the evening, and told him that the man who had 
picked his pocket had been traced, and that he must accompany him at once to 
the thana. Udaya Babu objecting to go that day the constable said that 
everything would be spoiled if. he did not go-as requested, for the next day the 
Sub-Inspector would go to some other place. Udaya Babu accordingly set out 
from home, but wished to see Lakshminarayan Kaviraj of that village on the 
way. At this the constable parted company with him, saying that he had some 
business at HAtlali. On the 11th September news arrived at Udaya Babu’s 
house that he had suddenly died at the thana. Many applications have been 
sent to the Magistrate of Hooghly praying for an enquiry into the circum- 
stances of the death. Rumour says that there are many mysteries in this 
connection. The Editor hopes that Mr. Allen, the new Magistrate of Hooghly, 
will carefully enquire into the matter. : 
9. The Barisal Hitaisht of the 2nd October will be glad to see Babus 
Rene. telien efiete. to the Bamacharan Bhaumik and Prasanna Kumar 
Backergunge district recommended Mukhopadhyaya, Special Police Inspectors in the 
for reward. | Backergunge district, who brought to justice the 
murderers of Rajendra Thakurta, rewarded by Government for their services 
in connection with this case. Babu Rasik Chandra Ganguli, who investigated 
the Kasipur outrage case in that district, should also be rewarded. 
10. The same paper says that a mad man is annoying the people of 
a : Ujirpur, .within the jurisdiction of the Gaurnadi 
Se man ina village in the thana, in the Backergunge district by coming out 
gunge district. : : 3 es 
at night from a jungle, where he remains concealed 
during the day, entering into “omg aa houses and eating all the food he finds 
there, Not infrequently he also eases himself in the houses. he enters. At 
times he comes out of the jungle during the day and does much mischief. 3 
11. Referring to the Kasipur outrage case in the Backergunge district, 
| the same paper heartily thanks the police officer 
Pd dh amen tp Rory gy case inthe who investigated it, and hopes that he will soon get 
promotion in the service.. Three of the culprits, 
Tachhimaddi, Gagan and Bajun, are still at large, and the District Superintend- 
ent of Police is requested to see that they are soon arrested. 3 
Kasipur yee a large but thinly populated village is full of jungle, and 
affords great facilities for carrying on their nefarious calling to the large 
number of badmashes who dwell here. An outpost should be established in 
some poe near this village. The pee force and the number of outposts all 
over the district should be increased in order to prevent outrages like the one 
which led to the above case. | 
12. A correspondent of the same paper says that Babu Jnanendra Nath 
Treatment of “chaukidéri pen- Pal, Deputy Magistrate of Backergunge, prose- 
chaysts in the Backergunge dis- cuted and sentenced a collecting panchayat to pay 
_— a fine, and, in default, to suffer imprisonment, 
because the panchayat could not collect the chaukidari tax and pay the 
chaukidars under him. If panchayats are treated in this fashion, no respectable 
tg Rae : Se to be appointed as such. 
e col'ecting panchayats in the Back istri . , 
been subjected to a 04 of Re. 24 to Rs. 5 oar band yrs og Mr py a a 
eo on the collections. The proceeds of this tax will be devoted to the 
maintenance of the chaukidari muharrirs in the Sadar and in the subdivisions. 


The tax, however, is styled a voluntar ripti 
‘Tepper gape subscript 
it 18 Said, without Government’s sanction, by Mr po Ancol a n — se ttaade 
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13. Referring to the Hitatshi’s statement that ruffanism is rampant even 


: BaNGAVAs!, 
| _. 4n Comilla, and people. are thrashed and robbed oct. sra, 1896. 
,, Case of inceeasing ruflanian.in - there even in broad daylight, the Bangavasi of: the 
aba 77 _. 8rd October writes as Tollows :— . : poateey 
Will the Government disarm Comilla? Why is ruffianism growing in the 
country? In Calcutta gundaism prevails in allits force.. And why should ‘it 
not beso? People have no food to-eat, no peace at home, and. consequently no 
desire'to live. They are forced to take to vicious ways of living. Howcan a 
man who cannot satisfy his hunger with less than three seers ‘of flour and half-a- 
pound of ghi every day live honestly on'a handful of gram? Itis the prospects 
of peace and happiness that induce a man to live honestly and righteously, but 
the pangs of poverty: drive a man mad, destroy the kindly sentiments m his 
heart, and make him a heartless brute. Let the Government give the ee 
sufficient food, and crime will disappear from the country like a mirage. With 
poverty and discontent rampant in the country, the starving people will fight 
with one another tooth and nail like hungry beasts even if you disarm them. 
14. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the inefficiency of the —_Bancavasr. 
ics ihiteie aa Balagar police, in the Hooghly district, A. few 
Pee eT Te days ago an iron chest containing valuables was 
stolen from a gentleman’s house. The police, after a searching inquiry, dis- 
covered the che-t, but the matter stopped there. About ‘a month ago a daring 
theft was committed in Jirat, but the Balagar police failed to detect the culprits. 
Only a few days ago a man was waylaid and robbed in broad daylight in 
Balagar, and the police has been ordered to find out the offenders. Will the - 
police show greater efficiency in this case? The water of the Balagar khal is 
fouled by the steeping of jute. The Magistrate ordered the police to put a stop 
to this nuisance. But the Magistrate’s order remains unexecuted. 
15. The Sanjwrani of the 3rd October writes on the strength of the state- SANJIVANI, 
0 ce laiers ents of its special reporter that the European oct. sri, 1896. 
1 PinDun.  ._ 80ldiers of the Dum-Dum Cantonment lately set fire 
to the huts of the prostitutes living in the vicinity 
of the cantonment. It is said that the soldiers used to visit these prostitutes and 
contracted a foul disease. ‘The military authorities, looking upon the helpless 
prostitutes as the cause of their disease, resolved to punish them, and one day, 
with the bugle sounding, the whole regiment turned out and set the houses of 
the prostitutes on fire, and burnt everything they possessed to ashes. The 
prostitutes have been driven away from the cantonment, but the soldiers have 
not learnt self-control, and in the absence of prostitutes they are gratifying 
their passion in a more objectionable and vicious manner. he information 
supplied by this paper’s special reporter strikes one as incredible. English 
sli have set fire to Lushai houses, and looted property belonging to tribes 
on the North-Western frontiers, but nobody ever dreamt that they should 
commit such barbarous oppression in a place so close to the metropolis. It is 
said that the Dum-Dum people have been thrown into consternation, and live 
in constant dread of the soldiers, The news may not have yet reached the 
Government, but it is necessary that a searching enquiry should be made to 
ascertain the correctness or otherwise of the report. 
16. <A correspondent of the same paper complains that theft and dacoity 
are very much prevalent in Sirajganj and the neigh- 
_ bouring villages. The local police is thoroughly 
inefficient, and cannot detect the criminals. It even goes so far as to illtreat 
those who complain of theft and dacoity. This makes people hush up cases 
of theft and dacoity, and emboldens those that commit them. On the 9th 
September last, a daring dacoity was committed in the house of Tilak Chandra 
Ghosh, of Khoksabari, in Sirajganj. The dacoits thrashed the inmates of the 
house, and carried away valuables and eight hundred rupees in cash. The 
Sirajganj Police at first tried to hush up the case, and took Tilak Ghosh’s two 
servants to task, because they said that they knew two of the dacoits, and an 
investigation was held only when the Police Superintendent of Pabna ordered 
an enquiry. 
17. The Charu Mihir of the 5th October has the following :— ocneniineitiae 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie is not evidently ac- oct. sth, 1896. 
The Lieutenant-Governor on the qyainted with the ins and outs of the Mymensingh 
eee olice. In one place in the Bengal Police Report 
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His Honour observes that the Mymensingh peopte have entered into a con- 
spiracy against their police, and are trying their best to strike terror into its 
heart, This statement of the Lieutenant-Governor is a proof of his want of 
experience and of his partiality for the police. His Honour’s statement has 
in fact surprised us. We expected that at least during his benign rule police 
oppression would be checked, if not put an end to, but we have been dis- 
appointed. The regret is that even a ruler like Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
deni err in his opinion regarding the police. None but a Government in- 
ordinately partial tothe police could venture to say that the Mymensingh people 
had grown bold enough to declare a war, so to speak, against that powerful body. 
None but the insane will plunge into the burning fire. Who is so foolish ag 
to thrust his hand into the mouth of the deadly serpent? The power of the 
Mymensingh Police is almost unlimited. In the mufassal the police is the 
monarch of all it surveys. It is there much more powerful in the eye of the 

ople than the District Magistrate or even the Lieutenant-Governor himself. 
The Mymensingh people are in constant dread of the police, and police oppres- 
sion is taking away their vitality. Is it possible for the Mymensingh people 
to declare hostility against this all-powerful police ? 

It does not give us pleasure to find fault with the Mymensingh Police 
without rhyme or reason, nor is it a pleasurable pastime to us to reveal its 
misdoings. Serious charges are sometimes brought against the Mymen- 
singh Police, and this has perhaps led the Lieutenant-Governor to think that 
the Mymensingh people are bent upon persecuting the police. The faet, 
however, is that no one ventures to bring a charge against the police before 
he is goaded to desperation. People go to law against the police only when 
its uppression becomes too severe for human patience. The character of the 
Mymensingh Police is known to many officials. Mr. Earle, late Magistrate of 
Mymensingh, once drew a very dark picture of it. He had once occasion to 
observe that the income of an average Police Sub-Inspector of Mymensingh 
amounted to no less than three hundred rupeesa month. Mr. Harding, late 
Sessions Judge of Mymensingh, did not also fail to unveil the District Police 
and present it in its true colours. The Mymensingh Police is unrivalled in 
—, the people and exacting bribes from them. A police enquiry in a_ 

ymensingh village is an occasion for harassment and oppression. ‘lhere are 
police officers in Mymensingh who are servile toolsin the hands of the rich 
and powerful, and are in their pay. They grow rich and pampered by per- 
secuting the poor and the weak. They stand in the way of justice, and it is 
their depravity which lies at the root of the growing lawlessness in the district. 
There is not a more oppressive and inefficient police in any other part of the 
country. 

The dismissal of many of the cases in which the Mymensingh Police 
figures as the accused partv has led the Government to another erroneous con- 
me The Lieutenant-Governor has characterised these cases as mostly false 
without trying to ascertain the causes which bring about their dismissal. The 
perfunctory manner in which such cases are tried often prevents people from 
prosecuting the police and expecting justice from the Courts, Some time ago 
the Calcutta High Court as well, as Mr. Harding, the late Sessions Judge 
of Mymensingh, strongly condemned the manner in which Mr. Radice, the then 
Joint-Magistrate of the district, was in the habit of disposing of the cases in 
which the police happened to be the accused party. It is the public impres- 
sion that justice is seldom done in these cases, and that they would have 
terminated in a different way altogether if justice had been done in them. The 
Lieutenant-Governor’s observations in the police report anent the Mymensingh 
Police are sure to be followed by undesirable consequences. In the Jamalpur 
subdivision they have already borne fruit. The Subdivisional Officer ed 
evidently read the Lieutenant-Governor’s observations in his own light, and 
is dismissing cases ugainst the police without taking any evidence. His 
conduct has made the people suspicious, and they do not know what more is in 
store for them 

18. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the prevailing 

Lawlessness in Mymensingh lawlessness in Mymensingh and the perfect inability 

ce of the local police to check it. Female chastit 
is in danger in Mymensingh. What was impossible even during the Musal- 
man rule has become possible during the enlightened and powerful rule of 
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the English people! The inefficiency of the local police has made the com- 
mission of crime in all its forms extremely easy in Mymensingh. Very few, 
indeed, of the offenders have been detected and punished, who figured in the 
blood-curdling cases of oppression which took place within the last few months 
in Gaffargaon and the Sadar. The ruffians have become emboldened, and 
assault on women has become an incident of everyday life. Is there no 
remedy for this evil? The village people are in mortal dread of the offenders. 
They dare not prosecute them, and even if they venture to prosecute, it is 
impossible to induce people to give evidence against the badmashes, If 
anybody gives evidence against them, they are sure to persecute him and 
burn him out of his house and home. In most cases therefore people do 
not go to law, and pocket their disgrace and humiliation in silence. The 
cases which have up to this time been tried do not form even a small 
fraction of the cases of attack on female chastity which actually take place 
in the country. 

It is a pastime with these badmashes to set fire to the houses of people, 
sometimes with a view to wreak vengeance, but much more frequently with 
the object of theft and robbery. The way in which houses catch fire is sus- 

icious, and the burning down of houses cannot but be due to incendiarism. 
Hishway robbery, theft and dacoity have become petty frequent of late, and 
people have come to think that nothing is easier than murder. As many 
as ten cases of murder which took place in the Sadar and Gaffargaon alone 
remain as yet untraced. Is not this anarchy? 


19. A correspondent of the same paper complains of growing badmashi 


Badmashi in Rayergram in 


the Mymonsiogh distelet.” are three bands of ruffians in this and two adjoin- 


ing villages who act in concert, and commit theft 

and dacoity, set fire to houses and destroy crops. Murder, too, has become 

pretty frequent of late, and people live in perpetual dread. To prosecute these 

badmashes is difficult, and often fruitless. ‘The local zamindari amla should keep 

these ruffians in check, and the District Magistrate should give a patient hear- 
ing to the complaints of the people. , 

20. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of the preva- 

3 : lence of theft in Bangla, in the Netrakona sub- 

ny Bangla iatheMymen division of the Mymensingh district: A month 


ago there was a theft committed in the house of 
Babu Iswar Chandra Datta, and about four or five days ago there was a theft 


in the house of Loka Dhoba. People’s cattle are being sold to realise the 
chaukidari tax, but the chaukidars are quite unmindful of their duty. 


(b) —Working of the Oourts. 


21. The Charu Mihir of the 28th September says that on the 15th 


September last one Irangaro, a resident of Kakar- 
BE Fag Fogg teed Boe = kandi, within the jurisdiction of the Nalitabari 
trict. police station, in the Mymensingh district, com- 
plained to the Deputy Magistrate of Jamalpur, 
saying that in the course of the investigation of a dacoity case, Nanda Kumar 
De, panchayat of Nalitabari, Umesh Chandra Sen, Police Inspector of Jamal- 
pur, Constable Kali Singh, Chandi Charan Chakravati, Police Sub-Inspector 
of Sherpur, Kedar Nath Bhoiecbery ys, Head Constable of Nalitabari, and 
Jaldi Munshi, Constable of Nalitabari, had extorted from him and some others 
the sum of Rs. 316 by detaining them and threatening to send them up as 
criminals. The complainant prayed for an investigation by one who was not 
a police officer, and stated that though the occurrence took place between the 
26th and 28th August last, he could not come to lodge the complaint eurlier, 
because on hearing of his intention to do so the accused had appointed 
chaukidars and constables for his arrest, and he had therefore to take refuge 
in flight. The Deputy Magistrate passed the following order on the 
complaint :— 


‘There is considerable delay; the action of the police seems to be bond 
fides hence no charge of wrongful confinement can stand. As regards extortion, 
there is no evidence worth relying, and I do not believe that all these men paid 
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ey in the same exact place though on different dates. I have reasons to 
yong t at portion. I therefore dismiss the complaint under section 203, Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code (enter false, mistake of law, section 342, Indian Penal Code). 
ee (Sd.) Aumen. 
| 16 2-96.” | 
The charge brought against the olice was a serious one, but the Deputy 
Magistrate dismissed it without a trial, without having taken even such evidence 
as a Magistrate is empowered to take in @ case In which he has doubts about the 
truth of a complaint. Thecomplainant cited 15 witnesses, but not one of them 
was examined. The Deputy Magistrate’s reasons for distrusting the charge 
should have been stated. Complaints against the police are, as a matter of fact, 
seldom brought, and it is a pity that in the few cases in which they are brought 
they are dismissed in this way. There would have been nothing to say if a trial 
had been held, and the accused police officers had been acquitted.of the charge 
preferred against them. __ Pag 
22, The Kasipur Nivasi of the 30th September says that the list of CAaBes 
for the last Barisal Sessions being rather long, ‘no 
_ A boy summoned as an assessor digcrimination was used in selecting assessors. One 
y i daca 2s oth nl Satis Chandra Sen Majumdar, a boy of twelve, son 
of Babu Dinabandhu Sen Majumdar, of Sholak, within the jurisdiction of the 
Gaurnadi thana, was summoned as an assessor. The peon who was entrusted 
with the service of the summons said that Satis was a boy of only 12 at the 
time. Still the boy was charged with contempt of court for not attending the 
Sessions on the appointed day. He had to be produced in Court in order to 
get his punishment remitted. | 
23. The Hitavadi of the 2nd October is surprised that Mr. Lee, who was 
tried for having killed Dadali Miya at Pakour, was 
fined, though only Rs. 50, for having rid a black 
native of the evils of this world. ‘The Court should have rewarded him. : 
294, The same paper says that the coolies who were charged with having 
committed an assault on the European officers of the 
sot; Hamilton's conduct as @ Jayhing tea garden have been sentenced each to 
pias tess | five months’ imprisonment by Mr. Hamilton, the 
local Subdivisional Officer. When the coolies complained to Mr. Hamilton against 
their master, on the occasion of Mr. Hamilton’s visit to the tea garden, the Magis- 
trate behaved to them in a way that led them to believe that he was a friend of 
the manager of the garden. Indeed, Mr. Hamilton slept with the manager that 
night. Such conduct on the part of a Magistrate is not good. 
25. The Sanivant of the 3rd October complains of the conduct o 
: . ‘Mr. Kennedy, Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong. 
yete Deputy Commissioner of He has made himself notorious wherever he has gone. 
owgong. , | 
In Nowgong he borrowed money from the Treasury. 
He was transferred to Tura, where he unjustly fined a police constable who, on 
appeal, was declared innocent by the Chief Commissioner, and was reinstated in 
service. He again came to Nowgong, and afew days after his arrival, Babu 
Kirtinath Datta, the local Police Inspector, prosecuted the local postmaster. The 
latter finding that it was impossible to get justice at the hands of Mr. Kennedy, 
spate to the District Judge for a postponement of the case. Lately one Babu 
ahendranatli Sen, a local medical practitioner, was called by designing persons 
to their house, and then handed over to the police on a charge of theft. 
Mahendra Babu related to the Police Inspector what the matter was, but during 
the trial the latter denied that the accused told him anything about it. Kasi 
Babu, Superintendent of the Deputy Commissioner’s Office, deposed in favour 
of Mahendra Babu, but Mr. Kennedy discredited his evidence and unhesita- 
tingly put down that he had given false evidence. He convicted the accused, 
and sentenced him to six months’ imprisonment. Mahendra Babu was acquitted 
on appeal; but as the hearing of his appeal came off one month after its filing, he 
had to undergo one month’s imprisonment in spite of his innocence. __ 
26. The enn Soe, Seer the Bangavasi of the 3rd October, 
as Sanctioned the rebuilding of the court-room of 
Burdwan Ree ee te the District Magistrate of Burdwan at a cost of fifty 
“eid thousand rupees. The Government, however, has 
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not most probably sanctioned a cowri for the relief of the starving and thirsty 
eople of Burdwan. In a poor country like India, Magistrates: should have huts 
for their court-rooms. A costly system of Government, like that which obtains 
in England, does not suit a poor people like the Indians. in sec 
' 27. Referring to the Health Officer's instructions for the cleansing of dirty 
3 niet .« Janes in Calcutta as a preventive measure against 
Sanitary measures in view ofthe the outbreak of the plague, the: Dainsk-o- Samachar 
plague. Chandrika of the 4th October says that, the. Health 
Officer’s staff should do their utmost to cleanse the ‘lanes and alleys in ‘the native 
uarter of the town, which 1s proverbially dirty. In the Paddopukur ward,’ the 
Reiventine Lane, the Soori’s ‘Tank Path Lane, Dixon’s Lane:and_ the Mirza- 
ore Lane remain as dirty us ever. As for the cleansing of drains and latrines, 
the Municipal meters have become] much more indifferent. The man who 
serves the premises No. 34, Serpentine Lane, and a few other premises is 
extremely indifferent, irregular and disobedient. The Municipal Inspectors 
have made themselves scarce. The Officiating Chairman should make his 
subordinates more mindful of their duty. oa ee er 
Fire is the best disinfectant. Sulphur and incense should be burnt as well 
in Bombay as in Calcutta. The Conservancy Department should be up. and 
doing. Dirtand filth must not be allowed to accumulate on the streets. 

28. The Charu Mihir of the 5th October writes as fullows:— Lak 
_ During. Mr. Lee’s service as an Officiating 
District Judge for three months we have experienced 
all the evils that are to be apprehended from the 
appointment of a young and inexperienced Joint-Magistrate as a District 
Judge. Mr. Lee was in Assam and has served for only a short time in Bengal 
in the capacity of a Joint-Magisrate. He is an officer of not more than ten 
years’ standing. and is not probably more than thirty years«ld. By being 
suddenly app: inted a Judge, he has himself fallen into trouble, and is proving 
a source of danger to others. Everybody anxiously awaits the termination of 
his Officiating Judgeship. __ He y | ae 

Boy-Judges are not appointed in England. In this country, too, formerly 
Magistrates only were made Judges. But now Joint-Magistrates have begun-to 
be appointed as Judges. People have no longer the same cunfidence in Judgés’ 
Courts which they once had. The High Court is the only tribunal which now 
enjoys the confidence of the public. 

If a Judge in ~~ country had passed a sentence of death on the 
evidence on which Mr. 
great sensation would have been created. 

The public have so little confidence in Mr. Lee’s judicial canacity that the 
other day, in a Sessions case, Babu Harimohan Roy, a pleader, was about to 
present to him-a petition under section 526 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
in order to disqualify him for the trial of the case. The pleader was only 
deterred by the assurances given by Mr. Lee from presenting the application. 
Applications under section 526 are often made in the Courts of Deputy Magis- 
trates; but such an application in a Judge’s Court 1s something new indeed. 

Mr. Lee has no experience of the administration of civil justice, and the 
way in which he sometimes disposes of civil cases excites the laughter of even 
the junior pleaders of the court. ere 

~The following will afford a fair illustration of the way in which Mr. Lee 
disposes of civil cases: — : a 
One Juman Shaikh applied for a certificate under Act VII of 1889. Kuali 


Mr. Lee as Officiating District 
Judge of Mymensingh. 


Bewa objected to its granting. Applications were made on both sides for the: 


summoning of ‘witnesses, but without’ taking evidence on any side, Mr. Lee 
passed an order granting the applicant the certificate he prayed for, —_— 

The Sarishtadar having pointed out that: the ‘order was illegal, Mr. Lee 
canéelled it and rejected the application. ‘The orders were not passed in the 


presence of the pleader of either party. | 


29. The same paper says that Halua Hajang, Baluram Dalu and Iran- . 


garo instituted their several cases of wrongful 
Maulvi Ahmed in cases against confinement and extortion against the panchayat 
the police. Nanda Kumar De, the panchayat Ram Kumar 


Sarkar, Police Inspector Umes Chandra Sen and Police Sub-Inspector Chandi 


e sentenced four persons to death the other day, a 
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Charan Chakravarti—all officers in the Jamalpur subdivision of the Mymensingh 
district. The Deputy Magistrate of Jamalpur has dismissed all these cases. 
All the three complainants have moved the Sessions Judge against the Deputy 
Magistrate’s. decisicn. _ 

In his decision in the case of Irangaro, the Sessions Judge has made the 
following remarks :—‘“‘I notice that various methods are adopted by the Deputy 
Magistrates to dismiss the complaints See police officers without enquiry. 
Probably mney are overworked. I should think the police officers had betta: } 
be summoned, if not on public grounds, at least for enquiring into the truth of 
the complaint.” | 


But partiality to the police rather than pressure of work seemsto be the 
reason of the desire of Deputy Magistrates to dismiss complaints against 
police officers without enquiry. The Jamalpur Deputy Magistrate’s partiality 
for police officers knows no bounds. He has already dismissed four complaints 
against police officers. Tine public are convinced that justice is not to be 
expected of him in cases against the police. ‘The writer ther-fore requests the 
District Magistrate to entrust some other Deputy Magistrate and not Maulvi 


Ahmed with the retrial of the case instituted by Irangaro. 


30. The Sulabh Datntk of the 8th October disapproves of the manner in 
, ; which Mr. Justice O’Kinealy, not to speak of 
et, Justice | O'Kinealy s¢ ® Mr. Justice Jenkins who is a new Judge, is dispos- 
ge of the High Court. ° “a : ° 
ing of criminal appeals during the vacation. The 
stereotyped decision of the Bench in almost every case is ‘‘declined to inter- 
fere.’ A motion was made to it against the order of a District Magistrate 
making over a case brought by certain raiyats against a planter to a European 
Deputy Magistrate in spite of the latter's confession that as he was a friend of 
the planter, it would not be proper for him to try the case. But Mr. Justice 
O’Kinealy decline to interfere even here. Such haste and hot-headedness are 
not becoming in a High Court Judge. But Mr. O’Kinealy is a Civilian Judge, 
and he has not probably yet got rid of his earlier ideas. It was he who 
said from the High Court Bench the other day that in this country no innocent 
men were ever punished, and that,.on the contrary, a very large number of 
guilty people escaped punishment. A High Court Judge who can say this 
should not be allowed to sit on the criminal side. 


31. The Duintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 8th October says that Babu 
Babu Ramapati De, Munsifot Ramapati De, Munsif of. Brahmanbaria, in the 
Brahmanbaria in the Tippera ‘Tippera district, having used abusive language to 
district. one Kunja Mohan Chakravati while the latter’s 
deposition was being taken, Kunja Babu subsequently wrote a letter to the 
Munsif demanding an apology and threatening the Munsif with legal action 
if apology was not made. ‘‘he Munsif, on receiving the letter, wanted to send 
the gentleman to jail for contempt of Court. Kunja Babu sought the District 
Judge’s protection which has been given. 


_ (d)—Education. 


32. In the opinion of the Sanjivani of the 3rd October it is wrong to find 
fault with the Lieutenant-Governor for the appoint- 
ment of Dr, Russell instead of Dr. R. L, Dutt to 
the post of Dr McConnell. ‘The appointment has been made by the Govern- 
ment of India and not by the Bengal Government. A just and benevolent 
ruler like Sir Alexander Mackenzie cannot fail to recoguise the merit and the 
superior attainments of Dr. Dutt. Professors of the Medical College are, 
ns arule, appointed by the India Government, and the Bengal Government 


has no hand in the matter. The Bengulee’s complaint, therefore, is quite 
unreasonable. 


Dr. Russell’s appointment. 


33. The Sulabh Dainik of the 8th October says that the paper on arith- 
- ‘The on arithmetic at the metic set at the last Middle Scholarship Examination 
leat 88 edie ‘cholarshi, Examina- held at Culcutta was exceedingly stiff. ‘T’he 

é examiner who set it, and who is a friend of Radhika 


Babu, seemed ae 
‘hie ke owledge of the oe to make a display of his own learning than to test 
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$4. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrtka of the 8th October says that even aseneGauatian 


| the Pioneer hes been astonished and disgnsted at 

Thumb impressions in theservice Dy, Martin’s action in directing the thumb impres- 

Sa Te sions of all educational officers under him who will 

be entitled to pension to be taken in their service books. The officers of the 

Education Department have never defrauded Government of any money in the 

shape of pensions Why, then, entertain such suspicion against them? = It will 
do no good. ; . so 


(e)—Local Self- Guvernment and Municipal Administration. 


35. Acorrespondent of the C’aru Mihir of the 28th September does not 
intiiiioke: ae ood the Tanguail Municipality did OF 
tah” me’ spending Rs. 300 on the construction of a we 
| within the ry agg Office premises, when there 
was a good well within a hundred yurds of it. The Municipal Commissioners 
are busy planning new roads, but the roads already existing are seldom repaired, 
and roadside drains are seldom cleansed. A large sum of money has been 
spent on the payee of a road-roller, which will probably prove to be of no 


more use than did the grass-cutting machine. There is also a talk about the 
erection of a new market-place. 


36. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 30th September writes as follows:— 


' Lord Ripon has left an imperishable name in 
ae ti ironies local me “winner in the 
country. It is true the District Boards levy the road and public works cesses, 
but what have they not done to improve health and communications in the 
mufassal? And they are now about to remove scarcity of drinking-water by 
excavating new tanks and wells and by re-excavating old ones. They are mis- 
taken who say that the District Boards were created solely for taking out the 
people’s money. India is not yet so far advanced as to be able to execute works 


of public utility with private subscriptions and without aid from the Govern- 
ment. 3 


4 


37. The Sulabh Dainik of the 2nd October sees no harm in Calcutta 

people —s to the advice which has been 
given them by the Municipality about keeping their 
houses clean, but warns them against the evil effect 
of taking alarm. 

The Municipality should not itself remain indifferent or inactive after 
warning the citizens. Though owners of houses have been asked to deposit all 
sweepings, &c., on the streets by eight o’clock in the morning, for early removal 
by municipal carts, the writer knows of lanes which never see a sweeper or a 
municipal cart in the whole course of the day. It is necessary that the number 
of sweepers, mehters and carts for removal of sweepings should be increased, 
and that the work done by these should be supervised by responsible officers. 
if this is done, some real good will be done; otherwise, money will be only 
thrown away on additional establishments. : 


388. The Dacca Prakash of the 4th October has the following :— 
_ The Dacca District Board's enormous expen- 
ye Penditure on water-supply 12 diture on education has so far crippled its resources 
| that it has very little left to spend on more urgent 
needs of the district. The promotion of education is by no means the prin- 
cipal duty of the District Board; it has certainly not been created for that 
purpose. There is the Education Department, with the Director of Public 
Instruction at its head, to look after the education of the people. A host of 
educational officers from the Inspector downwards have been appointed tu 
romote its cause. Education ae so to speak, in a hundred channels. 
here are the Government schools and colieges, and a host of private educa- 
tional institutions to impart education to the people.- The District Board 
schools only swell the number already in existence. In the Dacca district 
alone there are 177 schools, excepting the high-class English schools aud col- 
leges. Of these 177 schools, only 66 belong to the District Board. The Dis- 
trict Board spends so much on education, but the educational officers do‘not 


The oe precautions in the 
Calcutta Municipality. 


care two straws for it: its services are not fully recognised. ‘lhis being the 


CHANDBIKa, 
Oct. 8th, 1896. 


CHarv Minin, 
Sept. 28th, 1896. 


Kasipur Nivas!, 
Sept. 30th, 1896. 


SULABH DalINiz, 
Oct. 2nd, 1896. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Oct. 4th, 1896. 


( 992 ) 


case, the District Board need not pay much attention to the promotion of  edu- 
cation. It was not for the promotion of education that the District Board was 
created. It has many more pressing and urgent. duties to perform. To pro. 
mote the happiness of the people of the district, to facilitate communications, to 
prevent and cure diseases, to improve water-supply, to promote agriculture, the 
arts and industries, these and many more are the sacred duties with which a 
District Board is entrusted. If they are neglected by the. District Board, there 
is no one else to perform them. ‘The lives of thousands of people are, so to 
speak, in the keeping of a District Board. If it neglects water-supply or sani- 
tation, thousands may die of fearful epidemics. If it\neglects the improvement 
of agriculture, crops.may fail, bringing death and ruin to thousands. In days 
gone by there existed a friend] elativin between the zamindar and the raiyats ; 
the former was a father unto the latter. But this friendly relation has’ been 
strained by English legislation, and the raiyats have now to: look up to the 
District Board for many things wiich they used to get from the zamindar, If 
the District Board fails at this moment to stand by the raiyats, and neglects. the 
performance of its most urgent duties, it will not only inflict untold misery on 
the people, but may also be the cause of the death of thousands of people 
through its negligence and apathy, at the same time that it will ‘be open to the 
charge of breach of confidence for spending the people’s money on other.than 


the most urgent needs of the district, for which taxes are levied. 

The following table, prepared from the official Report on Local Self- 
Government in Bengal for 1891-95, shows the expenditure made dyring that 
period by the several District Boards on various objects. From this ta le it 
is clear that most District’ Boards spend'very little on the urgent needs of the 
people, and that the Dacca District: Board is the greatest offender in this 
respect:— — 


Names of District Expenditure on Expenditure on Expenditure on» 
| Boards. education. medical treatment. water-supply. 


Rs. Rs. 
Burdwan... vs 51,481 1,847 
Brbhun ... i 20,000 2,424 
Bankura... on oe 1,321 
Midnapore a 60,159 1,704 
Hooghly <<: * ° 4,414 
Howrah iis 19,363 1,347 
24-Parganas... ies 41,401 1,277 
TROGIR ce — 31,382 1,355 
Murshidabad ves 22,911 1,165 . 
Jessore = wae 35,696 3,708 
Khulna ae 29,430 
Rajshahi...... aie 23,873 
Dinajpur_... “ 28,408 
Jalpaiguri ... aS 13,426 
ss 47,100 
15,155 
“ see 29,901 
si ns 42,619 
Mymensingh... ies 56,741 
Faridpur_.... 3 27,518 
Backergunge se 40,604 
Tippera i ise 43,686 
Noakhali_... me 27,470 


Chittagong ... wo» 26,956 a 


From the above table it is quite clear that in respect of expenditure on 
medical treatment, Dacca is the most backward of all districts. ‘There are, of 
course, many districts which‘spend less on water-supply than Dacca, but they 
have reason to do so. In most parts of the Burdwan Division are situated 
the zamindaris of the Maharaja of Burdwan. In these zamindaris the Maharaja, 


true to his Hindu instinct, has made ample provision for water-su In 


s ° ‘-.e 2 J . 
the Rajshahi Division extend the zamindaris of the Natore Raj pat and 


the Division therefore abounds in large fresh-water tanks. In the Chittagong 


Division are the zamindaris of the Maharaja of Ti oie of: 
water are not wanting there. The Kh J ippera, and reserv 


ulna and the 24-Par districts. lie 

so to speak, embedded in water, and in the districts of Nadis and Murshidabad 
- situated the zamindaris of the Maharaja of- Nadia and of Maharani 
arnamayi, respectively These districts may afford to spend less, but they 
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actually spend more than Daeca on water-supply. The Barisal district lies 
almost engulfed in water, but it spends thrice as much on water-supply as 
Dacca. The small district of Faridpur spends as much as Barisal, and so also 
the Mymensingh district, which is the abode of rich zamindars, Dacca of all 
districts is the most indifferent in the matter of water-supply. In the north 
of Dacea is the zamindari of the Raja of Bhowal, and water.scarcit 
does not exist there. Dacca would not have water-scarcity if the zamindaris 
of Nawab Ashanulla were in the Dacca district. There is, as it is, chronic 
water-scarcity in the south and west of the Dacca district, where there are no 
xvich zamindars who can afford to make provision for water-supply. These 
parts of the district were formerly watered by many small rivers, but they 
ave silted up. bringing about water-scarcity. The people of these parts are 
sure to die if the istrict Board does not come to their rescue. 


If the District Boards can spend the road cess on other objects than the 
improvement of communications and water-supply, in direct contravention of 
the objects for which the cess was levied, it can certainly spend a large portion 
of the money now spent on education on the more urgent needs of the people. 
This is the instruction of the Lieutenant-Governor to the District Boards, and 
we need not attach any value to the words of those who think that the District 


Boards have no power to give effect to the Lieutenant-Governor’s declared 
wishes. 


(g )\—Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


39. A correspondent of the Chéru Mihir of the 28th September urges the 
Wieiis ds mace ao Mymensingh District Board to take in hand, imme- 
canal in the Mymensingh district. diately after the rains, the re-excavation of the 
canal which runs between the Karatiya river and 
the 5:7 Bathuli, in the Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh district. The 
silting up of the canal which brought Tangail supplies of wood, coal, &c., from 
the hills has greatly inconvenienced the people of these parts. As the neces- 
sary surveys are said to be finished, the work of re-excavation can be taken 
in hand without delay. ‘I'he silt which will be dredged out can be used: in 
repairing the traffic road belonging to the neighbouring Local Board. 


40. One Dharmadas Bandyopadhyaya of Kayapat in the Bankura district 
writes as follows in the Bankura Darpan of the {st 

Two roads in the Bankura dis- QOptober:— AG 
aes 1. An extension of the Jaypur-Kuchiakol 
Road to Bankadaha-Kotulpur District Road will be of great benefit to the 
eople of the district. It will require the construction of only a portion of 
alf a mile of roadway, the requisite land for which may be acquired gratis 

through the favour of its owners. 


2. The portion of the Bankadaha-Kotulpur District Road between the 
eastern extremity of Maynapur and the western extremity of Asurali isin a 
wretched condition owing to the absence of side drains to carry away rain 
water. In certain places the water stands ata height of 4 feet above the 
road level. If the Magistrate exerts himself in the matter, owners may be 
induced to give the necessary lands for side drains. 


8. A portion of the ahove road between Asurali and Darapur, about three 
miles in length, was formerly about 30 feet in width. But encroachments by 


owners of contiguous lands have reduced it to 8 feet of width, the largest — 


encroachments having been made by the talukdars of Asurali and the devottar 
estate of tte late Umacharan Chaudhuri and others. In the course of the past 
and the present year Ambika Charan De and others of the same village have 
encroached upon about 35 rasis of the roadway, and let the same out to their 
tenants for cultivation. ‘I'he remaining 7 or’8 feet of roadway generally 
remains under water, The District Magistrate should lose no time in recover- 
ing all land which has been thus encroached upon. 


41. The Hitavadiof the 2nd October is sorry that the Railway Conference 
i : made no recommendation for the benefit of third 
Tet en me et class railway passengers. It is, however, matter for 
rejoicing that Mr. Horace Bell, the Consulting Engineer to Government, has 
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recommended a reduction of third class fares. The writer hopes that Govern- 
ment will accept this recommendation. A reduction of third class fares will 
lead to an increase of the income of the railways. _ | 
42. The same paper says that European and Eurasian youths are trained 
Shetee on special allowances as Railway Way-Inspectors. 
Natives as Railway Way-In- A respectable and qualified Bengali youth, highly 
sige recommended by two officials, applied to the Die 
trict Railway Engineer of Assensole to be trained as Way-Inspector at his own 
expense. The application was rejected by that officer in his letter No. 4967, 
dated the 4th September 1896. ‘The Bengali youth appealed to the Chief 
Engineer, who also rejected his application. ‘l'here is nothing, however, in 
the Railway Code to prevent the appointment of a native as Way-Inspector. 
The Indian railways are conducted with native money, and any opposition of 
native interests by railway officers is really to be regretted. 
43. The Barisal Hataishi of the 2nd October draws attention to the 
ii 1 aie inconvenience which = yo of rye and 
; s wanted in some villages other villages within the jurisdiction of the Badar- 
ee tuli vatpenl in the Hechwadnee district suffer 
from want of roads in their villages. A road from Muladi to Abupur will be 
of great benefit to these people. 


(h)— General. 


44. Yhe Bharat Mitra of the Ist October says that the form of 
Government which the English introduced into 
this country is, theoretically speaking, suited to 
the people of India, but the manner in which 
the administration is practically carried on is not good, India, which 
is now in the hands of the most civilised and intelligent nation of the world, 
ought to be governed impartially and with an eye to the requirements of 
the children of the soil, who are as intelligent as their rulers. But that is 
seldom done. For instance, a Christian missionary enticing away a native girl 
is not visited with the same punishment which is dealt out to a native who 
commits a similar offence, it being urged in extenuation of the missionary’s 
offence that he commits it with a religious motive. The Indian people have 
up to this time quietly put up with the doings of the Christian missionaries. 
But there will come a.day when the mischievous acts of the missionaries will 
produce dangerous consequences. “ 
45. The Dainik-o.Samachar Chandrika of the 7th October will be glad 
— _. to see the Mayo Hospital authorities in Calcutta 
ee of a Mayo Hospital reconsider their decision in regard to Dr. Amrita 
Krishna Basu, who has been suddenly removed 
after twenty years’ service. Many people desire his reinstatement. Babu 


Amrita Krishna comes of a good family, and is himself a good man. He isa 
nephew of Rai Girish Chandra Das Bahadur. 


Official partiality for Christian 
missionaries. 


IIJ.—LeEGIs.LaTIve. 


46. The Barisal Hien oe me 2nd October publishes the following in | 
oglish :— 

In continuation of my previous correspond- 
ence on the subject of suggesting improvements 
in the two existing Codes of Civil and Criminal Procedure (see Report on 
Native Papers for 3rd October, paragraph 46), I would draw the attention 
of the authorities to another important matter in connection with the provisions 
of appeal in the Civil Procedure Code. | 

Under section 103, when a plaintiff applies for setting aside the dismissal 
of his suit for default and hisapplication is refused, he has his remedy by prefer- 
ring an appeal under section 588, clause (8), which provides as rs: Mb si An 
appeal shall lie from orders rejecting application under section 103 (in cases 
open to sppeal) for an order to set aside the dismissal of a suit.” But what — 
would become of an applicant under section 311 of the Civil Procedure Code 
whose application for setting aside a sale has been dismissed for default under 
section 102? Such an applicant may apply under section 103 to set aside the 


Suggestions in connection with 
the Civil Procedure Code. 
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order of dismissal, inasmuch as by operation of section. 647 the procedure 
vided for suits will apply to _— proceedings like the present. 
But if his application is once refused by the court he seems tu have no other 
remedy left. He cannot prefer an appeal against the order refused, as it has 
been held in Indian Law Reports, 10 Bom., 433, and Indian Law Reports, 11 
Mad., 319, that such an appeal is. not allowed by section 588, clause (8) of the 
Code, which simply provide for appeals in the suits, but not in miscellaneous 
proceedings. 


There seems to beno justification for making a distinction between suits and — 


miscellaneous proceedings as far as the remedy by way of appeal is concerned. 


I think that the wording of section 647 should be so altered as to obviate the 
by placing an applicant under section 311 on the same footing with 


difficul ' 
plaintiff in a regular suit. 
(To be continued.) 


Yours, &c., 
BaRIsaL, | : GopaL CHANDRA Biswas, B.L., 
The 29th September 1896. Pleader, Barisal. 


47. The Bangavasi of the 3rd October has the following on the religious 

sins cialis, ceili endowments question in continuation of what it 

a mu 2° wrote in a previous issue (sce Report on Native 

’ Papers for week ending urd Uctober, paragraph 
48 :)— 


There are not a few who are in the habit of weeping with others and 
showing uncalled for sympathy with them if this show of sympathy can serve 
the purpose of whitewashing their past misconduct and opening to them the 
back-door to selfish gain. Such a class of false friends we find in the 
Lancanshire weavers who, in seasen and out of season, shed crocodile tears of 


sympathy with the Indian labourers, but whose selfishness is patent enough to 


make them the butt of ridicule in the Indian press. ‘he Babu patriots have 
now brought themselves under the same category by gratuitously espousing 
the cause of the Hindu public and shedding: ‘copious tears over the misuse of 
religious endowments. D:votiar property, they plaintively cry, is going to 
rack and ruin. The money given to the gods is being squandered by the 


mohants in the gratification of the senses, and the pity of it is that there iu none 


to save it from the hands of the rapacious mohants—none to come to the 
rescue of the Hindu religious public! , 

Strange to say, however, those that are interested in the proper manage- 
ment of religious endowments have not taken any part in the movement set 
on foot for the amendment of the existing law regarding religious endowments. 
‘The Hindu and Musalman communities are silent, but those that are properly 
speaking.outside the pale of these communities—those, that is, who are neither 
fish nor fowl nor good red herring, aud are neither Hindus nor Musalmans nor 
Christians—are loudly calling for an amendment of the existing law. The 
agitation aims at making devottar property recognised by the law as the 
property of the public when it does not, in fact, belong to the public or the 
Government—to Hindu society or Hindu community at large. It has in many 
important cases been decided by the Calcutta High Court that devotiar property 
is the property of the god to whom it is de icated, and the sebayat or the 
mohant has a life interest in it, together with the right of giving it away by 
will to auy one he likes. Probate has been given of many such wills. There 
are Cases in which a particular religious sect also may claim some interest 
in a religious endowment, But the public, poeey speaking, has no interest 
in it, and it is certainly unjust and unlawful to claim it as public property. 
If the Lieutenant-Governor is prevailed upon to bring about any change in 
the existing state of things, he should first of all try to solve the following 
questions :— | | 

(1) What will become of the practice which has been in force since the 
time of Srikrishna Tarkalankar, of declaring one’s property 
as devottar and appointing one’s children sebayats of the 
same? 7 : , oe 
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(2) What will also become of a similar practice in force among the 
Musalmans of the urymamedadmas property me ir by particular 
individuals? If property of this nature declared public 
property, many Brahman Goswami and Musalinan Moula- 
nanashin families will be ruined. The Government is all 
powerful, ard can do whatever it pleases, but we humbly and 
earnestly pray it not to ruin the priesthood of the Hindu and 
the Musalman communities by taking advantage of legal-tech- 
nicalities and subtleties of the law. | 

Let us now turn our attention to the Religious Endowments Bill drafted 
by the Babus. There is a great anomaly in the Bill to sturt with. The word 
“institution” is quite out of place in a Bill which relates to the management. of 
religious endowments in this country. There was nothing like an *‘ institution ” 
in this country in the proper sense of the term during the Hindu and Masalman 

eriods, and the ordinary Bengali cannot be expected to have any clear idea of 
it. ‘There is nothing in this country even at present to give the people any 
idea of an institution, except the institution of Local Self-Government—a 
foreign institution quite unsuited to the Indian soil, which is associated in the 
people’s mind with mismanagement and anomaly. If, then, “ institution ” is quite 
out of place in this country, what is the use of —— “public institution ” 
i.e, an institution of a public character? ‘There is no difference between public 
and private in this country—between public character and private charaeter. 
There is no institution in this country, public in the eye of the law or 
custom; a ‘“ public institution” exists only in the imagination of the political 
agitator. 

' The Bill next goes on to describe an institution. All mandirs, masjids 
pagodas, ma‘hs, akhras and all property connected with them either bought or 
presented, and all offerings to the gods residing in them, and in fact every 
property, movable or immovable, which does not belong to a private individual 
are to be included under the category of an institution. Thus by the virtue 
of a definition what was individual becomes Sy and nothing 1s protected 
against encroachment by the D gsere except what is a person’s private property. 
Those who are not acquainted with the people or tkeir manners and customs 
pretend to make laws for them, Anglicised as they are, how can they under- 
stand the unselfish and disinterested motive which prompts a Hindu to 
charity ? There is nothing like public charity in this country as there is no 
property without an individual owner. A gift is in all cases the property 
of the particular individual to whom it is given, and no one else can have any 
share init. A person in this country comes into the possession of a property 
through birth or gift or acquisition. There is no property in this country 
which does not belong to one or more individuals separately, but belongs to 
a class or community jointly. Sucha thing is being introduced in this country 
through English courts along with the English civilisation. : 

There will be a great revolution in this country if this Babu Bill is passed, 

It will ruin the gurus, the purohits and the moilas. It will destroy mandirs and 
mosques: it will put a stop to pilgrimage. The remedy will be much more 
dangerous than the disease. It will be as wise to pass the Bill with a view to 
put a stop to the malpractices of the mohant, as it will be to set one’s house on 
fire to d:stroy bugs. | : 

We admit that the mohanis are growing more and more degraded, and that 
our sacred places are being turned into hotbeds of sin and iniquity, but the 
remedy proposed is not in our opinion the right remedy, 


1V.—Native Stares. 


48, The Sulubk Diantk of the 5th October takes objection to the appoint- 
games ment of Babu Kalipada Banerji as Principal of the 
Mabscaja's Callege of Jeypur anecaie'e College in J ey pur. Babu Kalipads 
_ Banerji passed only the First Arts Examination 

of the Calcutta University in the third division, whilst the post to which he 
has been promoted by Ray Kanti Chandra Mukharji Bahadur has been held 
by such eminent graduates as Babu Chandra Nath Basu, mM. 4., Babu Krishna 
Behari Sen, m. a., and Pandit Haridas Shastri, M.4. Babu Kalipada was first 
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appointed as fourth teacher of the Collegiate School, and at the time of the 
Principal’s death he held the post of Head-Master of the institution. He was 
next appointed Principal in supersession of the claims of well-qualified Pro- 
fessors and a host of applicants who were all graduates, though Kanti Babu 
was asked by D. H. Vachha, a former Principal, to appoint one of the Professors 
to the post, ‘That Kalipada Babu is unfit for the post is shown by the results 
which the College has scored under his Principalship. The appointment has 


caused great dissatisfaction among the Professors, and one of them Babu Devendra © 


Nath Chaudhuri, 8. 4., B.L., has resigned. Babu Kalipada’s only qualification 
seems to bo that he is a protegé of Kanti Babu’s and is in charge of many 
private duties in Kanti Babu’s house. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


49, The Chdru Mihir of the 28th September has received the following 
Sai s & ed rn reed — its correspondents in the Mymensingh 
— Ee (1) Food scarcity is assuming very serious 
proportions in Netrakona, and even respectable people are now getting a meal 
on alternate days. A woman in Chengti within the jurisdiction of the Dinga- 
pur thana, is said to have committed suicide in order to escape the sufferings of 
starvation. , 
(2) The highlands in Golabari, within the jurisdiction of the Gopalpur 
thana, have not been cultivated. Rice is selling there at Rs. 7 a maund and 


paddy at thirteen seers per rupee, and neither is easily available even at these 


prices. Many people are getting only one meal a day. 

(3) Rainfall stall continues in Narayandahar retarding the sowing of the 
mung, til and other rabi crops. Though the prospects are not bad, the people 
are now suffering from scarcity of food. The high prices at which both rice 
and og. are sellinzs have made it impossible for people to get two meals 
aday. One Shaikh Muhaja, a residant of Dingram, being unable to maintain 
his family, has left home, and is gone, no one knows where. His family is now 
being maintained by his neighbours. There is much suffering in many neigh- 
bouring villages. 

4) In Dewanganj and the neighbouring places there was absolutely no 
rainfall since the first fortnight of Srdvan, and little good will be done by the 
scanty showers of the last few days. The aus harvest has not enabled people 
to get rice at less than six to seven seers per rupee, and people are feeling the 
Tae: of scarcity. Even respectable people are eating aus rice, Unless the 

ubdivisional Officer can soon arrange for importing rice, distress will become 
very severe. 


50. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st October says that rain is still badl 


wanted. It is appalling to think what the situation 
ee of the crops in the wil] be if more rain is not soon had. 
nkura district. 2 : 
Rice, paddy, wheat and gram are selling at one 


and a half times their usual prices; and though the prospect isigetting gloomier, 


export of rice by rail is increasing. | : 


61. Babu Nabin nenen Mitra, wiing in the neayrw , of ~ 2nd 
iy ee ctober, says :—There was a total failure of crops 
Daten 9 Se Fhe Nt ake 4 the Asasuni, Kaliganj and Paikeochhe 
thanas in the Khulna district. Ten to twelve thousand cultivators live within 
these thanas. They somehow tided over the distress last year by the sale of 
their property and by loans. But this year, too, there 1s a total failure of 
crops, and their landlords, who have been impoverished by the loans they have 
already advanced as well as by Government’s revenue demands, are not in a 
osition to help them. The officials are indifferent to their distress. The 
Fi es Pr. Ala has already given many proofs of his nobleness and 
generosity, and he will afford one more proof of those virtues if he now attends 
to the wails of these helpless people. 
I have some landed property in those parts. Hearing of the distress in 
those parts I went there. On my way, I found at one place peasants’ children 
from one to eight years old crying as if grievously hurt. On questioning 
their parents, I learnt that the children had got nothing to eat for the last four 
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avg 1 vould not restrain my tears. I gave them the little store of rice 
iach { had cartied ‘with ie Tho condition of these pec ple ‘will melt even, 
the hardest heart, ‘Those‘alone who ‘ére familiar with the horrors of famine 
Will ‘be able to realise the condition ‘of these famine-stricken people. ks, 
562. The'same paper says that the grain ridts at Agra ‘and ‘Cawnpote 
Distress in the North-Wettem show how severe {s the distress ‘in the North 
Provinces. Western Provinces, There is, however, no sign of 
any ‘attempt on the part ‘of Government to relieve the distress. Such apathy 
may ‘not be disgraceful to the English Government, -but shown by a native 
prinee would have been denounced as such by Anglo-Indian writers. | 
53. Correspondents of the Bangavasi of the 3rd October complain of 
aia scarcity in several parts of Bengal. Scarcity both 
— of food and water prevails in Lakshmipur, in the 
Goalpara district of Assam. Scarcity has broken ‘out in Mamudpur, in the 
24-Parganes district, and many are starving. The prospects of the crops are 
miserable in Kalikakair, in the Dacca district. Coarse rice is selling at Rs, 5 
a maund. The outlook is not better in Mamudpur, in the Khulna district. 
‘Nhere was no aus crop, and the aman crop will not be satisfactory. Scarcit 
has broken out. Many are starving for two ‘or three days together. Rice 1s 
hot always available, and when available, sells‘at seven or eight seers .per rupee, 
It is the same in Kalikatala, in the 24-Parganas district. People are starving, 
and are living on kalni and saluk. The people ‘are too poor to buy rice at 
Ks. 44 per maund. | 


54. The prospects of the crops:in the countiy this year, ‘says the Sanjivani 

The prospects of the crops in of the 8rd ‘October, are very gloomy. The recent 
the country. rains have made the prospects slightly hopeful in 
some ‘parts of the country, but‘on the whole they have done but ‘very little ‘good. 
In Madras the prospects are extremely gloomy, and it will, indeed, go very hard 
if there be no rain at once. The state of things wwill-assume a serious aspect 
in Bombay if there be no rain within ‘a short time. ‘The‘state of things is even 
worse -in the North-Western Provinces, where'crops are withering ‘away for want 
of:rain. In the Punjab the crisis has already commenced. There 1s no stock 
of grain in the house of any person in Hisar, J alandar and pete yt and the 
prospects of the coming crops are extremely ‘miserable. Mournful tidings’ come 
from the Central ‘Provinces, ‘the Berars, Hyderabad, Central India and Rajput- 
ana. Famine ‘has broken out in Bharatpur, and people‘are actually starving. 
The ‘prospects of the‘crops in Assam and Burma’are hopeful, but it is not possible 
that these Provinces will be able to feed ‘the millions of starving people in the 
country. People want to know what steps the Government: contemplates ‘to 
take in order to save the people from the impending widespread scarcity. 
They have always loyally stood by the Government at the time:of need, and 


have they no right to know what it is likely to do-when they are so much in 
need of its help? 


55. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the prospects of the 


Tie prospects of the crops in ¢rops in'Gala, a village in the Tangail subdivision of 
o valege im the Mymenaagh the Mymensingh district, are‘very gloomy. There 
was only a six-anna aus crop. The prospects of the 
aman crop are hopeless. Jute is withering away for want of rain. Rice is 
selling at six rupees per maund and paddy at ten or eleven seers per rupee. 
Many are not getting even one meal a day. ; 
06. <A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 5th October complains of 
Ve Ge eee scarcity in Korati, in the Mymensingh district. 
My smeasiegh dist vane es Oe Rice is selling at six‘rupees permiaund. Many poor 
ee ae ‘people are actually starving. There is very hitle 
import of rice in the bazar, and there ig in many places an‘absolute want of'rice. 
Many are living on one meal @ day, and they ‘will not get even this if this state 
of things continues, 


‘ 


-VI.—MisceE.tanrous, 
o¢. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 2nd October says that ‘jute 
The evils of jute cultivation, brings 


ings to the cultivators some money, and enables 
the public in this. country to‘obtain j 


ute articlés ‘at 
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vhiaper ptices ‘than before, but it protluces at the same time many evils. In 
many districts the odltivators grow jute ‘on half their lands, while ‘in others, 
such 26 Rampur, Dimajpur, Patna, Mymensingh, Faridpur, &e., almost every 
available inch of arable land is devoted te he cultivation. ‘The quantity of 
paddy grown is barely sufficient for the cultivators’ own consumption. The 
result is that the public cannot get rice except at high prices. 

Again, air and water.are both vitiated by the steeping of jute, and this is 
very injurious ‘to the public health. With the increase of jute cultivation, dis- 
ease and scarcity too have increased. _ = | 

It may be objected that the steeping of ‘jute fore month or.a month and 
a half cannot be the cause of diseases throughout the year. But the reservoirs in 
which jute is steeped are tideless rivers, khals, beels and tanks. That the water 
in which jute is steeped looks clearer after some time is because the impurities 
settle in the bottom. As soon as anybody gets into such water and thereby 
stirs it, it becomes muddy again. — 

History shows that the aborigines of a country have always disappeared 
before a civilised and conquering race, and the extermination of cows and the 
increased cultivation of jute in this country excite the fear that the same fate 
may await the Indians too. : : 

Now that jute has become a staple article of manufacture, it will not be 
desirable to stop its cultivation altogether. But it should be seen that the 
cultivators do not grow jute on more than a fourth or fifth part of their lands, 
and that reservoirs of water are set apart for the steeping of jute. Almost 
every food-grain is now dear. The cultivators will therefore lose nothing by 
growing less jute and more food grains. 


VII.—Urrya Papers. 


58. The Utkaldiptka of the 22nd August is informed that the villages 
situated on the banks of the Brahmini river, in the 
Dhenkanal Tributary State, were under water on 
account of high floods in that river. There was 
loss of paddy crops, cattle, houses and house furniture. 
A correspondent of the same paper, named Jaykrishna Misra, 
who calls himself Head Pandit of the Parikud 
jen fom floods in the Chiika §chool, states that a sudden rise in the level of 
” the water in the Chilka Lake destroyed the paddy 
crop of Parikud in the Puri district, thereby depriving the people of that 
place of the only means of their subsistence. The Raja of Parikud, who is 
deeply involved in debt, is trying his best to help his tenants, who have been 
rendered homeless and destitute. The correspondent regrets that though the 
Raja has been paying rupees eight or nine hundred every year to the Puri 
Collectorate in the shape of road and public works cesses, not a pice from 
that Fund has been spent on any work of public utility in Parikud. Though 
the matter has been brought to the notice of the Puri District Board by the 
Raja, more than once, nothing has come out of the representations. 

60. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 19th August states that heavy floods 
in the Mahanadi brought the station of Banki 
suddenly under water. There have been great 
losses of paddy crops, cattle, and houses in that 


Lows from floods in the Dhenka- 
nal Tributary State. 


Loss from floods inthe Maha- 
nadi. 


part of the Cuttack district. — 

61. The same paper is sorry to learn that the District Board of Balasore 
rejected the proposal of their Engineer, who had 
selected a shorter and more convenient route for 
a road between Bhadrak and Jajpur, by deciding 
to repair and reconstruct the old Chatabar Road which is longer by six miles 
and which crosses the High Level Canal ata difficult and inconvenient point. 
The route, selected by the Engineer was only on one side of the canal, and 
would, if selected, have proved very convenient to travellers. 

62. The same paper is astonished to learn that the yaradar of the Kuapal 
ghat of the Birupa river, generally known as 
Kahunda ghat, manages to ferry over cattle, 
passengers. and. carts in two small canoes,. which are 


A road between Bhadrak and 
Jajpur. 


The Kuapal ferry in the Birupa 
river. 
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